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PRES SEZ 
Last month’s AGM was well attended and included a few changes to the club’s committee members. 
Martin Kraakman has stepped down from the president position and I (Steve Stern) have been pulled 
up through the ranks. I would like to thank Martin for all the hard work he has done as President 
and the great relationships with artists he has built, making the transition for me an easy one. To 
introduce myself to anyone that does not already know me, I have been involved in the club since 
2016, where I was quickly approached to help out with the sound. Ever since then I have really enjoyed 
working with local and international artists to put on a great show for our members and general 
public. I would also like to welcome our three new committee members Gerard Manley, Johan Stokvis 
and Martin Kraakman (not so new) and of course thank Judi Smitheram and Gary Elford for continuing 
their roles (the club could not do without them!).

This Hear Ye will be a great showcase of Christchurch’s local talent, with the ‘odd’ Australian scattered 
throughout. We received positive feedback on the Ceilidh Dance and are looking to make this a regular 
event if it continues to be well attended.

Sit back and enjoy the line up!

Steve Stern
President

Club Mailing Address: Christchurch Folk Music Club, PO Box 964, Christchurch 8140 

Please note: We have no eftpos available at the venue

Our website is being upgraded, please take this opportunity to 
review our new showcase

Born in Ashburton, Matthew Smith is a singer and songwriter. He moves between folk, country 
and rock with ease and prefers not to be tied to just one genre. On his own he performs with 
a softer, acoustic approach but when his formidable band ‘Deepwater Creek’ join him, things 
get plugged in and turned up. He likes to show both sides of his music when he records, so his 
albums, EPs and singles take the listener on a journey. 

This review from Graham Reid is a great insight into Matthews debut self titled album. Former 
rock frontman (of the atmospheric and crunching Von Voin Strum), Matthew Smith here (mostly) 
gets the knobs turned down and – with a small band, some important and sympathetic colleagues 
including co-producer and mixer Ben Edwards in the Sitting Room, mastering by Chris Chetland 
– initially brings an unexpected and intimate low-lights indie-folk voice to the fore on memorable 
songs coloured by his own pedal steel. But there’s also a shadowland quality to many of these 
songs (Hog Tied early up) and as the album progresses, the darkness and unease descend. 
Smith’s is a world of lies, where nightmares become the daydream, allusions to death, despair 
and cracks.

Jul 29 Members $10, Non-members $15



OPEN MIC 

Aug 5 Members $5, Non-members $5

Aug 12 Members $10, Non-members $15We provide an outlet for local acoustic 
performers – singers, songwriters & poets all 
welcome. We encourage all levels – novice or 
expert – to hone performance skills in front of 
a sympathetic audience. 

Everything is provided – microphones, 
stage, lighting, leads, music stands – plus a 
dedicated sound tech who will work with you to 
make you sound amazing! If you have specific 
requests please talk to him before the event 
starts. We are a listening audience, focusing 
respectfully on the performers, providing lots 
of encouragement. 

Perform material you know – we don’t expect 
perfection, but you’ll always come across 
better if you really know your stuff. However, if 
you are a regular performer at our open mics 
we challenge you to bring new material to 
share. Further develop your repertoire whilst 
offering the audience variety. 

Please come promptly to ensure a time-slot. 
You will get to perform two songs, with a time-
limit of up to 10 minutes; this includes your 
setting up and introductions. 

Embrace the east-european-meets-dubby-
roots sound of Yurt Party; clap hands to 
seething Gypsy and Balkan rhythms; sigh 
to haunting violin melodies, and feel the 
percussive beat shake the floorboards. The 
Christchurch-based band has had people 
dancing at markets, in bars, outdoors under 
the sun and hit it off at house parties! 
Lorenz Weston-Salzer – (Violin)
classically trained violinist through the Suzuki 
method with an interest in playing a wide 
variety of different styles, having previously 
played in the Christchurch Youth Orchestra, 
and with bands playing rock, blues, country 
and Celtic music.
Tom Harris – (Keyboard and Accordion) 
musical jack of all trades – multi instrumentalist, 
composer, sound designer, teacher and band 

leader. He is involved in music from indie rock 
to gypsy oompah to meditative/minimalist, and 
loves being a small part of the great connecting 
web of music that weaves through our lives.
Thomas Isbister – (Drums and percussion)
enjoys creating music and exploring the infinite 
possibilities of the musical world. Drawing 
inspiration from Latin and African styles of 
drumming, along with noise post punk and 
indie rock.  
Kefir Wilton – (Trumpet and Trombone)
Irish brass-monkey. Came to New Zealand last 
year in search of work but got involved with 
a bunch of mad gypsies from Christchurch 
instead. Actually loves potatoes.

a great 
enthusiastic 

audience
for your SLICE 

of fame



Davey Backyard is one of the other personas of Christchurch Musician David Thorpe. 
Also known as Li’l Chuck The One Man Skiffle Machine, The Harmonica Guy, DG 
Mitchellthorpe and more! Davey is a veteran performer and until recently spent well over 
a decade in rollicking Irish combo The Black Velvet Band.  

Davey performs fresh interpretations of old classics playing a mix of Blues, Classic 
Country, Folk, and Jazz throwing his multi-styled original material into the mix. He is most 
comfortable as a one man band, and this performance will showcase his simultaneous 
use of Guitar, Harmonica, Vocal, Stomp and Loops. Davey adds a dollop of good humour 
and lightheartedness to his performances, creating a perfect warm atmosphere for an 
evening at the Christchurch Folk Club.

Aug  19 Members $10, Non-members $15

Tinged with a bluesy hue, revelling in the 
diverse, a bit of the unexpected, sustained 
by the much loved and familiar. Live & 
bluesy – seasoned with jazz – this concert 
is based on musical partnerships. 
Judi Smitheram doesn’t merely sing 
about love and loss, it is truly heart-felt. 
Her performance is gifted with genuine 
emotion, where her vocal power and 
obvious love of performing shine.
Mary Ruston, the dramatic doyenne of the 
piano bringing tones from the keys that are 
a dream to listen to, where you can relax, 
sit back and enjoy because without doubt 
Mary has those notes mastered.
Geoff Low, whose first love was jazz, 
creates soaring saxophone soundscapes. 
He has been playing wind instruments 
since he was seven and is long-time 
friends with the recorder, saxophone and 
clarinet. 

Melanie Ross plays bass strings like 
they were made to be played, swinging 
between beefy sounds and sonorous 
cello-like qualities. 
Lynden Jackson is the versatile 
drummer, consistently listenable, and can 
add intensity when needed, ultimately 
providing the dance beat for you to enjoy. 
Ken Jenkins, our talented blues harp 
player, will be adding that wavering groove 
that soars to add those juicy dynamics.
You are invited to lose yourself in some 
wondrous blues and jazz rhythms, the aim 
is simple: great music, great fun. 
Join us as the band holds down a 
smouldering groove behind Judi’s sultry, 
bluesy voice and passionate stage 
presence, for this concert designed to 
showcase talents and the love of song in a 
sincere spirit of musical expression.

The Muddy Mama 
Blues Band

Aug 26 Members $10, Non-members $15

Davey Backyard



Sep 2 Members $10, Non-members $15

Calendar of Events 
Door Opens 7:00pm, Performance begins 7:30pm

Jul 29 Matty Smith $10/15
refined and effective, indie-folk with clear rich vocals

Aug 5 Open Mic $5/5
everything provided – microphones, stage, lighting, leads, music stands – just bring talent

Aug 12 Yurt Party $10/15
embrace the east-european meets dubby-roots sound with floor-shaking beats

Aug 19 Davey Backyard $10/15
fresh interpretations of old classics from a vetran local performer

Aug 26 Muddy Mamas Blues Band $10/15
lose yourself in some wondrous blues and jazz rhythms

Sep 2 Liam Kennedy Clark $10/15
one of Australian country music’s fastest rising stars!!

Sep 9 Colin Henderson & Jeff Bell $10/15
a laid back night and songs you can sing along to

Sep 16 Ceilidh Dance $10/15
the dance caller explains all the steps before each dance – fun for the whole family

Sep 23 Women of Folk Tribute Concert $10/15
celebrating those passionate women who have made a difference through music

Sep 30 Jed Rowe $15/20
bringing stories of Australian life in rich and vivid detail in his first NZ tour 

Oct 7 Kristina Godfrey $10/15
celebrating the release of her solo album

Folk Club merchandise not only supports the club, but makes unique gifts for family overseas.  
Check out the options at www.myshirt.co.nz 

Originally hailing from the small town of 
Ashburton, Liam Kennedy-Clark certainly 
didn’t let that hold him back from achieving 
big things! He started learning piano and 
trumpet, as well as performing in theatre 
shows at age 7. By age 10, Liam started 
singing and playing solo on stage, then at 
11 picked up his first guitar. Liam swept 
through the Country Music award scene, 
with many accolades to his name.
At only 21, Liam is already an internationally 
acclaimed singer/songwriter and a 
respected session and backing musician 
to some of the great names of country 
music, such as Lee Kernaghan, Adam 
Harvey and the Bushwackers. 
Alongside popular Australian band, The 
Wolfe Brothers, Liam was a member of 
the touring band for Lee Kernaghan’s ‘25th 
Anniversary Album’ tour across Australia 
during 2017 and 2018.

In 2016 and 2017, Liam earned himself 
a place as a top 10 finalist in the Toyota 
Star Maker contest, and in 2016 went on to 
become a Mentor at the CMAA Academy 
of Country Music in Tamworth. 
A multi-instrumentalist, Liam draws 
his inspiration from many genres from 
Blues, Country to Rock, and has been 
described as having a ‘rich, old-school’ 
sound. “A brilliant new singer songwriter, 
a gun guitarist… one of Australian country 
music’s fastest rising stars!” – Lee 
Kernaghan
Following on from the success of his 
second EP “Travelling Lines”, now based 
on the Sunshine Coast, Australia, Liam 
plans to hit the studio to produce a new 
album – including new songs, with a fresh 
new sound. His latest single “Old Family 
Home” has just been released through 
Social Family Records.

Nor’West Arch Morris Dancers
New members welcome at any time. We meet Thursday evenings 7.45 – 9pm, 166 
Waimari Road, Ilam.  No experience or partners needed and only $2 each week. 

For more information check out our facebook page or phone Graham on 0210695066 or Eileen on 
0210452896 or email norwest.arch@gmail.com

LIAM KENNEDY-CL ARK



Ceilidh Dance
A cèilidh is a traditional Scottish or Irish social 
gathering. In its most basic form, it simply 
means a social visit. In contemporary usage, 
it usually involves playing Gaelic folk music 
and dancing, either at a house party or a larger 
concert at a social hall or other community 
gathering place.
Cèilidh music may be provided by an 
assortment of instruments including fiddle, 
flute, tin whistle, accordion, bodhrán, 
hammered dulcimer and in more recent times 
also drums, guitar, mandolin, bouzouki and 
electric bass guitar. 
The music is cheerful and lively, consisting in 
Ireland mainly of jigs, reels, hornpipes, polkas, 
slip-jigs and waltzes, with Scotland adding 
strathspeys, and England adding regional 
forms such as the northeastern rant. 
The basic steps can be learned easily; a short 
instructional session is often provided for new 
dancers before the start of the dance itself. 

Dancing at Cèilidhs is usually in the form of 
Cèilidh dances, set dances or couple dances. 
A “Set” consists of four to eight couples, 
with each pair of couples facing another in a 
square or rectangular formation. Each couple 
exchanges position with the facing couple, and 
also facing couples exchange partners, while 
all the time keeping in step with the beat of the 
music.
However, about half of the dances in the 
modern Scots Cèilidh are couples’ dances 
performed in a ring. These can be performed 
by fixed couples or in the more sociable 
“progressive” manner, with the lady moving to 
the next gentleman in the ring at or near the 
end of each repetition of the steps. 
Some of the dances are named after famous 
regiments, historical battles and events, others 
after items of daily rural life. The “Gay Gordons”, 
“Siege of Ennis”, “The Walls of Limerick” and 
“The Stack of Barley” are popular.

Sep 16 Members $10, Non-members $15

Sep 9 Members $10, Non-members $15

Jeff and Colin both respected 
musicians in their own rights are 
once again joining forces to play a 
mixture of covers featuring songs 
from Bob Dylan to Adele.

Jeff has a much-admired voice 
and enjoys performing ballads 
with a country twist. Also, he is 
talented harmonica player and 
guitarist. He is a great Eagles fan 
so don’t be surprised if an Eagles 
song is on the set list.

Colin is known for his sympathetic 
but forceful guitar style, sometimes 
even dabbling on a Mandola. A 
huge rock fan from growing up in 
London during the sixties but also 
enjoys the gentler ballads.

As a duo, they have been guests 
at The Canterbury Folk Festival 
held at Waipara and are regularly 
featured performers at the 
Christchurch Folk Club. They also 
featured as part of New Zealand 
Music Month performing at one of 
the many library gigs.

Both have appeared in many 
lineups in the past, but their long 
friendship means the opportunity 
to play as a duo whilst rare is 
always a pleasure and we hope 
you come along. 

We can promise you a laid back 
night and songs you can sing 
along to.

Jeff Bell &
  Colin Henderson



Women of Folk: celebrating the 
achievements of Suffrage 125

Women have played an extraordinary part in 
history. Whether moving toward freedom from 
oppression, freedom in the workplace, or the 
freedom to make one’s own choices, women 
have positioned themselves as voices of 
empowerment and endurance. 

Suffrage 125 celebrates 125 years since New 
Zealand women achieved voting parity. On 19 
September 1893 the Electoral Act 1893 was 
passed, giving all women in New Zealand 
the right to vote. As a result of this landmark 
legislation, New Zealand became the first self-
governing country in the world in which all 
women had the right to vote in parliamentary 
elections. 

Women have lent their incredibly important 
voices in the struggle for their own rights, 
civil rights, human rights, and the movement 
for peace. The women of folk music are no 

exception. This concert acknowledges the 
passionate women of folk who have made a 
difference through their musicianship. 

This concert will feature: Mary Dunne paying 
tribute to Maire Brennan, the first Lady of 
Celtic music and her favourite singer Cara 
Dillon. Kristina Godfrey will be bringing us 
two doyennes, Joan Baez and Joni Mitchell, 
who have strummed their way through the 
golden age of the peaceniks, preaching love 
and tolerance. Cathy Sweet will honour the 
traditional and contemporary waiata of the 
wahine toa of New Zealand. 

This will be a special concert to celebrate the 
important contribution that the women of folk 
have achieved. Music permeates our hearts 
carrying a strong message that has both 
challenged for change and acknowledged 
achievements to coincide with the Suffrage 
125 commemorations.

Sep 23 Members $10, Non-members $15

Acclaimed Australian singer/songwriter, 
Jed Rowe crosses the ditch this September 
for his first tour of New Zealand. Walking 
the line between folk, blues and country, 
Jed Rowe tells stories of Australian life in 
rich and vivid detail. He’s toured extensively 
throughout Australia and Europe and has 
performed at a long list of Australian music 
festivals, including the Tamworth Country 
Music Festival, Port Fairy Folk Festival 
and Cygnet Folk Festival. 

His current album ‘A Foreign Country’ was 
recorded by ARIA award winner, Jeff Lang 
and was nominated for Best Folk / Roots 
Album in The Age Music Victoria Awards 
in 2017. Rowe’s sublime slide guitar 
playing and emotive vocal delivery have 
earned him a reputation as a standout 
live performer. “Heartland alt-country shot 
through with nostalgia” - Rolling Stone 
Magazine.

Sep 30 Members $15, Non-members $20

Jed Rowe



Oct 7 Members $10, 
Non-members $15

Singer-songwriter Kristina Godfrey celebrates 
the release of her solo album Good Enough 
for Love with an array of talented musicians. 
They include master djembe drummer from 
Ghana, Robert Koffie Fugah, Arnie van 
Bussel lead and bass guitar, Graham Wardrop 
acoustic guitar, Mary Ruston sassy keys, and 
multi-instrumentalist Geoff Low on woodwind. 
Recorded at Christchurch’s Nightshift Studios, 
Good Enough for Love was co-produced by 
Kristina and Arnie Van Bussel. The late Steve 
Gainsford who encouraged Kristina to record 
her songs, also played his soulful blues style 
acoustic guitar on the album.
Good Enough for Love showcases Kristina’s 
growing momentum as a songwriter and 
musician on the local music scene. Adapting 
afro-celtic folk-fused rhythms and melodies 
to her own hybrid compositions, Kristina’s 
songs tell of personal experiences, weaving 
universal themes of love, loss, redemption and 
awakening.
Kristina’s mesmeric presence as a live 
performer matches her rich, expressive, vocal 
quality that infuses emotion she feels directly to 

the heart of the listener. Kristina has performed 
at the Soul of Africa Festival Christchurch, 
Africa Day Festival in Wellington, Fire Festival 
in Banks Peninsula, annual Little River Drum 
Festival, cafes and markets. Kristina performs 
regularly at the Christchurch Folk Music Club 
in a duo with Tony Hale. 
Kristina has sung for many years with local 
choir Women in Harmony, who recently 
celebrated American music through the 
decades. In 2011, Kristina recorded original 
songs on the CD “Merging Landscapes” which 
was a Community Arts Council-supported 
musical collaboration of local songwriters and 
artists. 
Kristina’s musical journey started in childhood, 
singing folk and the blues around the fire with 
her father while he played bush bass. 15 
years ago she began writing original songs. 
Her vocal style and song writing has been 
influenced by some iconic women folk and jazz 
artists including Joni Mitchell, Joan Baez, Eva 
Cassidy and Ella Fitzgerald. 
Guest artists …. Tony Hale, Andy Thompson, 
Frances Caldwell and Eileen Reid.

Membership Application
Post to Christchurch Folk Music Club, PO Box 964, Christchurch 8140

Name (s) ....................................................................................................................................  

Address .....................................................................................................................................

Phone(s) ....................................................................................................................................

Email (privacy assured): ............................................................................................................

Subscription
Waged:  Family $30  Single $25 Unwaged:  Family $20 Single $15

Special Country Family rates: 
 Country Family $20 (for families living further than 20km from City Centre)

Payments please help our admin by telling us how you’ve paid
 Payment attached 

 Payment to be made at club night

 Payment made by internet banking on ________ date

Communications
 I wish to receive my Hear Ye newsletter and annual subscription renewal by email

Donations
 I would like to make a general donation to the Christchurch Folk Music Club

 Enclosed is a general donation of $ ...................   

 Yes, I would like to be listed in the this year’s Annual Report as a donor 
   (We will not include your name without your agreement here)
 We will forward a receipt (donations $5 and over are tax deductible)

Membership Cards
Paid-up members can collect their membership card from the 
desk during any club night. Any cards not collected will be 
dispatched with the following Hear Ye. This helps manage 
postage costs and keep subscription fees low.
The Christchurch Folk Music Club is registered with the Charities 
Commission (CC 38948)

We welcome subscription 
payments via internet banking:

Westpac
The Christchurch Folk 
Club
03 1706 0005393 00

Kristina Godfrey



Christchurch Folk Music Club, PO Box 964, Christchurch 8140

www.folkmusic.org.nz

Join & ‘like’ our facebook page for weekly posting 
of upcoming performances, reviews & notices. 

Up driveway directly 
next to Domain Park
Plenty of off-street 
parking available


